



Meeting of Buckland Parish Council
On Monday 9th September 2024
at Buckland Village Hall @ 7.00 pm

Minutes

PRESENT:  Cllr Jon Sainsbury (Vice Chair), Cllr Carole Paternoster, Cllr Fiona Livingston, Cllr Heather Mckenna
Mrs Jane Lewis (Clerk)

24.157 Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr Nigel Hayward and also from Bucks Cllr Mike Collins.

24.158 Declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest

24.159 Open Forum
There were no members of the public in attendance.
 
24.160 Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 12th August 2024 were agreed and signed by the Chair of the meeting Cllr Jon Sainsbury.

24.161  Clerk’s Report
· Buckland Parish Council Burial Ground rules are now displayed on both noticeboards at All Saints Church.  They have also been on display on the Parish Council noticeboards for the last few months.
· A recent email from Buckinghamshire Council has been shared with councillors relating to sharp razors being hidden behind stickers causing harm to individuals and to make the public aware.
· The light at the end of Peggs Lane is still damaged from vandalism.  ACTION: Clerk to see if it can be cleaned instead of having to replace.
· The signs for New Road are now ready for collection.  Residents will install them.
· Speedwatch volunteer has unfortunately been caught just over the 30MPH limit.  TVP have no issue with them continuing to be part of the group.  Council agreed to let member continue.
· The Clerk suggested a community day in Buckland Village Hall in the new year to show the Village Archives to residents, at the same time some of the community initiatives could be advertised to try and encourage more engagement.  The council agreed to this.  ACTION: Clerk to approach BOST re possibility of hall hire.
· The new Aston Clinton Village Gate sign by Dean Way has been reported to Buckinghamshire Council as vision splay from Dean Way exit is blocked.  Buckinghamshire Council will be moving the sign.

24.162 Finance
a. The council approved the payments for August 2024.


	30/08/2024
	B OLD SCHOOL TRUST BPC Office Hire
	250

	30/08/2024
	ONECOM SVS LIMITED
	60.36

	19/08/2024
	SIGN WIZZARD LIMITED New Road Signs
	220.22

	08/08/2024
	Jane Lewis refreshments
	9.6

	08/08/2024
	GOCARDLESS - Hugo Fox
	23.99

	06/08/2024
	GOCARDLESS - Cloudy IT
	122.39

	01/08/2024
	SILVERSPADE LANDSCAPES LIMITED BPC Inv 0630
	240



The Clerk will present a six-month review of BPC finances at October meeting.  In the meantime, Council reserves are £6000 improved on last year.
SSE have recently claimed £1002 by Direct Debit with no statement, normal payment is £225.  ACTION: Clerk to follow up.
b. Review of devolved services and possible implications for Buckland – The clerk has been in discussion with Buckinghamshire Council about the possibility of using devolved Services within Buckland Parish.  Buckinghamshire Council would pay a sum of money to umbrella council who would carry out grass cutting and other services for the Parish.  This would save BPC a considerable sum of money on annual verge maintenance.  The Clerk has researched the scheme and discussed with neighbouring councils who all speak favourably of the scheme. ACTION: Clerk to invite Devolved services officer to meet with BPC.
c. AGAR 2023-2024
The Clerk reported that KPF Littlejohn have signed off on the Annual Audit for 2023-2024.  The council thanked the Clerk for all the work on this.

24.163  Planning Applications/Matters 
· Planning appeal Chapel Drive, Aston Clinton
Cllr Paternoster attended the appeal hearing on behalf of Buckland Parish Council.  Considerable time was spent discussing the landscaping issues and visual impact.  Developers were found to be using an out of date Neighbourhood Plan for Buckland which did not include the settlement boundary for Buckland.  The development would create coalescence with Buckland and Aylesbury.  The appeal decision is expected in October 2024.
· Thames Water Pumping Station Update
Cllr Sainsbury and Clerk Jane Lewis met with the new Labour MP Laura Kyrke-Smith to discuss the plans by Thames Water to build a booster station by Wharf Row.  She was keen and engaged on the issue and very supportive of Buckland Parish Council’s wish to relocate the station.  An update from Thames Water is expected in November. 
· RAF Halton SPD Adoption Statement
Following consultation the adoption statement has been published.  There is no reference to the Tring Hill junction by name in the document which will be severely impacted by increased traffic.

24.164 Consultations and Correspondence	
	NALC Survey on planning policy – Cllr Paternoster has completed this document.  Cllr
Paternoster attended the meeting regarding the changes to the NPPF – the presentation will
be circulated to all councils shortly.

24.165  Roads and Transportation
· Tring Hill/ Buckland Wharf 
There has still been no response from Richard Barker at Buckinghamshire Council following BPC most recent email on this matter.  There was a large accident outside the Indian restaurant recently where a car landed on its roof and all emergency services had to attend.  Information is being collated again on this matter and a meeting will be requested with local MP.

24.166  Maintenance of Land Holdings
· Community Orchard – Clerk has ordered the benches for the community orchard.  ACTION: Cllrs and Clerk to meet at Orchard to discuss location of benches and other orchard planting plans.
· Buckland Burial Ground/All Saints Church
All Saints PCC and Rev Bottomer have carried out a review of grass cutting and maintenance in the churchyard.  The PCC and Rev Bottomer thanked BPC for their continued maintenance of the churchyard.  In an effort to help cut costs the PCC have reviewed the cutting requirements and will look at creating wildflower areas in parts of the churchyard.  The area near to Green Lane where two cremation plots are placed will be extended and cleared back to allow for an additional 13 cremation plots.  Rev Bottomer and All Saints PCC will look to see if community could be engaged more in churchyard maintenance.
The Clerk reported that £2070 had been spent on the Churchyard and Burial Ground along with £750 on verges.  The budget for the year is £6000.
· SSE Update on tree in Grazing land – ACTION: Clerk to chase as no further information has been received.
· Allotments at Tring Hill – the area is in need of a cut. ACTION: Clerk to action

24.167  Footpaths and Environment
· Hedges – there are several hedges on Buckland Road that are becoming more overgrown.
· Footpaths audit update will be carried out by Cllr Hayward and Cllr Livingston in the next few weeks.
· A concrete bollard has now been installed at the Buckland end of the Bridleway to Puttenham along with further bollards at the Puttenham end.
· Halton Parish Council meeting on LED lights 
Cllr Mckenna attended the meeting at Halton Parish Council, the group is looking to see if several councils can join together to reduce overall cost.  Cllr Mckenna will attend the next meeting on 17th September.
· Grass Cutting
The Clerk has sent out tender documents and is engaging with interested contractors.  Deadline for tenders is end of September.

24.168 Website, Social Media and Communications
· Facebook Page has now been converted to business page.

24.169 Grants
· Gib Lane Community Fund 
Clerk has applied for new gate for Community Orchard (£1204) and yellow rattle seed for Burial Ground (£235).  Benches for Community Orchard have been ordered and will be delivered mid to end October.  The grant for this was awarded last year.
· Wendover Community Board
Clerk has applied for wildflower seeds for Community Orchard (£240).  Recent communication shows that more parishes will be part of the community board which means there will be less funding available.	
· The Chiltern Society
Clerk has applied for hedging plants along with canes and guards (£474)

24.170 Arla/Olleco
· Cllr Sainsbury has spoken to ARLA regarding the on-site LNG and is still awaiting an update.  The next community meeting with ARLA/Olleco is on 9th October.

24.172  BOST Update 
	The Clerk reported that BOST has recruited new trustees who are in the process of trying to improve hall usage.  Community Broadband/wifi is now up and fully running and is available to hall users.

24.173 Matters of Report
There were no matters or report.

24.174 Circulars

There were no circulars.

24.175 Date of next meeting
The next meeting of Buckland Parish Council will be held on Monday 14th October 2024

The meeting closed at 8.16pm.

24.176 Confidential Item: To resolve that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be conducted.
Land Ownership at Buckland Wharf:
Ownership of the private canal bridge leading from Buckland Road to Wharf Row has been queried.  BPC to make enquiries.  A possible enforcement issue has been passed to Buckinghamshire Council’s planning officers.







